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The problem of suffering is more than existential. It tests the very core of faith. Why does God allow so much suffering in the world? A loving, merciful God should not rule such a cold, ruthless world. "Something is wrong," critics of religion tell us. "Either God is not loving and merciful. Or, he does not have the power to control what he created."

Of course, we Christians have an answer. But it does not satisfy the critics. Simply, the answer demands change of the listener. God allows suffering to give sinners time to reflect and change. Jesus gave this answer to those who presumed a different reason.

1. Why do people suffer in this life?
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Exodus 3:1-15

1 Corinthians 10: 1-13

Luke 13: 1-9
Today’s readings call us to faithful obedience. In the first reading, God's promise to rescue the faithful summons us to a new relationship. In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul looks at the experiences of God’s people in the past to show his readers how to live in obedience now. In the gospel, Jesus advises us to respond to calamities with a spirit of personal repentance.

1. At the time of Jesus, how did the Jews view their fate? Was it a connection to their sins? How did the word of Jesus change this view?
TOOK

Faith gives us the first taste of the afterlife. In faith, we have a vision of life with God; an existence in pure justice and, at the same time, pure mercy. We will know ourselves as we truly are, but through the divine eyes of Love. This time on earth, however, is a time of test. Not just against evil, but for faith. The problem of suffering presents us with such a test. Suffering is more than an intellectual puzzle to be solved. It challenges us to act. Either we reach out in the belief that God will help us on the path. Or, we fade into in cynicism. When we suffer, when others suffer, the choice of faith arises. Jesus used two reports of death to show the choice given. We might not know why suffering exists. But we can use suffering as a bridge to change; a chance to get closer to God. As the parable of the fig tree implies, we not only have a choice, we have a helper. That helper is someone to care for us during our struggles and our suffering. Someone greater, who came to serve all.
1. What story of suffering and faith has inspired you? Why has it inspired you?
2. How do we answer the critic in the problem of suffering?
