LOOK
While I have lived in California for most of my life, I lived a short time in Missouri, the "Show Me" state. That time has given me a skeptical streak. If I see something unbelievable, I don't believe it. Yet, there are events and experiences that have stopped me in my tracks. And have challenged my skepticism. Many times these events and experiences have deepened my faith life. The only explanation I can give them is "God." One woman had such an experience. She told two others who saw what she saw. Only one of these witnesses saw God's hand in the experience. The empty tomb proved a transcendent event.

1. Have you ever seen something so unusual that the experience gave you pause? Did you jump to a conclusion? What happened?

BOOK

Isaiah 65:17-25

Acts 10: 34-43


John 20: 1-18
Today we celebrate the good news of Jesus’ triumph over death with the conviction that what happened to Jesus will also happen to us. Peter preaches the good news: Jesus, judge of the living and the dead, offers forgiveness. Isaiah (ALT) imagines a new heaven and new earth re-created as God desires them to be. Paul reminds us that Christ is now our life, and we have set our hearts on him. In the gospel, the tomb is empty, and the risen Jesus reassures Mary Magdalene of his victory. This resurrection scene from John's gospel emphasized the empty tomb as a cause for faith, not the appearance of Jesus. Later, the vision of the risen Lord would cause others to believe (Mary Magdalene in John 20:14-18 and Thomas 20:26-28).

1 Have you ever seen God's hand in the unusual? What was it? How did you know God was responsible for the event?

TOOK

The scene of the empty tomb and two reactions: skepticism (Mary Magdalene) and faith (the beloved disciple). Many experiences in life present us with the same options. Was it the activity of the evil? Or, was it the hand of God? Like St. Paul insisted, these experiences need to be tested. But we should not draw hasty conclusions. Instead, we should look to the source of the experience and its "aftershocks." Does good come from the experience or more evil? And if good does result, was God its ultimate cause? After all, how did you know that the death of Jesus was the will of God? Look to the empty tomb. You will see the Resurrection!

On this glorious day, look at the experiences and events of the past weeks. Thank God for the good and the bad. Allow that reflection and prayer to lead you to the joy of the Resurrection.
