Look

During our lifetimes we may have seen people called to a cause which ultimately caused them to sacrifice their lives. We may remember Martin Luther King who was called and how answering reshaped the consciousness of the country. Many others have been called over time without the distinction of King. They have however, made similar sacrifices to answer their call. Think of all that have so bravely served our country. Many have sacrificed their lives answering that call. Often in live we are forced to make a decision that may result in some type of harm coming our way. While we may not lose our lives; often we must make sacrifices to answer a call.

1. Can you share an example of someone you knew that made a sacrifice to answer the call to a particular cause? What was the cause and what did they need to sacrifice?
Book
Jeremiah 28:5-9

Romans 6: 12-23

Matthew 10:40-42
Today’s readings bring us face to face with the intricate balance of God’s judgment and God’s mercy. Jeremiah challenges their hearers to confront the discomfort of God’s judgment. Paul reminds the Roman community that their baptism was a death to sin and they now have a choice to live for God. In the gospel, Jesus presented two themes: the priority of faith and the virtue of hospitality.
1. What are the sacrifices Jesus asks of us in the Gospel? How do we prepare to make these sacrifices as Christians?
TOOK

The priority of faith demanded radical consequences for early Christians. Since extended, closely-knit families formed the basis of ancient society, a choice for Christ could mean a rejection of the family's faith and values, and, ultimately, excommunication by the family. Outside of one's extended family, a person could easily slide into homelessness. Jesus reminded his followers that the Christian life involved such risks (a cross to carry in 10:38). And one could not compromise these risks away. A believer could not placate his or her family if the cost threatened faith. No, faith could involve an extreme choice. Either the relationship with family took priority ("...finding life in this world") or the relationship with Jesus took the number one slot. [10:39]
1. What obstacles get in the way of a Christian commitment? How can you overcome such obstacles?

2. How can I extend hospitality to other Christians, especially those in need?

