LOOK
How often we form an opinion about a person or a group without really attempting to understand them as persons of value. We attach labels such as conservative or liberal to others when in fact all that really does is to declare that our position is the truth and the other position is false. We develop preconceived notions and stereotypical generalizations often when we are not very exposed to different people. We find that it takes us out of our comfort zone to get to know them or their side of an issue. It is so much easier to fall back on our opinions or values 
1. Can you share a time when you met someone or a group and had your preconceived ideas completely changed as you go to know that person? How did the change happen?
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Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Philippians 3: 17-4:1

Luke 13: 31-35
Today’s readings invite us to trust in God’s covenant promises. In Genesis 15, Abram’s confidence in the lord’s promise is counted as righteousness. Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, trusts in the coming of the Savior and the transformation of our bodies. Paul’s invitation to imitate him just as he imitates Christ reflects the reality of the Christian life as response to a person rather than as belief in a set of dogmas. The gospel reminds us that although God’s covenant promises are for everyone, nevertheless our effort is required if we are to participate.

1. Why is it significant that the Pharisees warned Jesus that Herod wanted to kill him? What do you think their relationship was like with Jesus?
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The Gospel provides an opportunity to address the problem of religious prejudice that arises out of preconceived notions and stereotypical generalizations. Christians have traditionally viewed Pharisees as enemies of Jesus. Yet the evidence in the gospels does not unequivocally present such a picture. In Luke they seem to offer Jesus protection from Herod and he sought to kill Jesus. But, as the story will unfold, the real threat to Jesus was not Herod but Jerusalem. How is it that Jerusalem, the holy city, this religious capital, has become known as the city that kills prophets and will shortly put to death God’s final envoy? Why is it that it is often the religious establishment that has so much conflict with prophets?

1. How is the church at times an obstacle to our faith? How are we invited to God’s covenant?
