LOOK

Why do some of the most talented people in Hollywood or Washington morally self-destruct? What causes those with no future, no prospects, and no hope to rise above and succeed? One of the many answers to these questions lies in vision. The ability to see life and the future in a different way. With vision comes will. With will comes results. Those who change for the better have vision. Those who collapse under the weight of their indiscretions lack clear sight.

1. What causes people to change their lives? Is it guilt from past indiscretions?  Is it hope for a better future? Or is it both? Explain.
         BOOK

Philippians 4 4-7



Luke  3 7-18
Today’s readings celebrate God’s promise of freedom, forgiveness and healing. Joy is the keyword in today’s reading from Philippians, as Paul urges his readers to rest fully in God and know God’s deep, abiding peace. John the Baptist announces the imminent arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, who will bring forgiveness, cleansing and the power of the Holy Spirit.   John’s baptism is a symbolic and prophetic act, the outward sign of a changed inner self.

1. How was the message of repentance the same in the ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus? 
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John the Baptist comes among God’s people, summoning them to be baptized. His baptism brings people forgiveness of their sins. John counsels the newly baptized to turn from the strife of their old lives to the peace of new ways. But John warns that the power to live a truly new life is yet to come. God’s people will only experience this promotion when God’s Messiah comes among them, bringing a new baptism—baptism with God’s Holy Spirit. Advent is a time of looking back and looking forward. We look back to the first coming of the Messiah and praise his gift of the Holy Spirit. We look forward to Jesus’ coming again and pray for obedient hearts to hasten the day of that coming. 

1. How, today, can I celebrate my freedom in Christ?

2. Christmas is just around the corner. What small, practical changes can you see between now and then?
