LOOK
Christmas season, a time of preparation. Most Americans prepare for the holidays with lights and gifts, cards and good cheer. We spend the next several weeks consumed with shopping, attending holiday parties and many other preparations for Christmas. Our entire economy is dependent on this time of year producing significant sales. We hear about sales results from the day after Thanksgiving. Even that day has a new name “Black Friday.” It seems Christmas has become the most commercial time of the year in addition to being the most hectic time of the year.

1. How are your Christmas preparations coming?  What about your lists, shopping and cards?
2. Has our society become too consumed with the commercial side of Christmas?
BOOK
Isaiah 11:1-10

Romans 15: 4-13

Matthew 3:  1-12
In anticipation of the coming of God’s anointed, today’s readings issue the call to repentance, to turn from sin and faithfully follow God. Isaiah tells us that a Branch of Jesse, anointed with God’s Spirit, will bear the fruit of justice, peace and fellowship with God. Paul describes for us the repentant life, lived in love for God and one another. In today’s gospel, John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus by calling God’s people to repentance. Matthew presented the sweeping figure of John the Baptist. The desert prophet who preached and baptized and the Elijah figure who prepared the people for the Messiah.

1. How have you focused on the needs of others this season? How have you reached outside your family and circle of friends to help?
TOOK
 Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus announced the judgment of the Last Day in his preaching. Our attitude about our neighbor will disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love. On the last day Jesus will say: "Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me." How do we prepare for the coming of the Lord? This second Sunday in Advent gives us a sign. We need to pause and think about our place with the Lord, and our place with others. The celebration of this Sunday gives us the time to get ready. For the coming of the Lord!

1. When do you take "desert" time to reflect on this hurried and harried season? How do you reform in a culture that gives us so many choices, moral and otherwise? 

2. What does it mean to wait for the coming of Jesus even when you celebrate his arrival on December 25th?
