Look
Set aside, for a moment, the faith-works controversy. What remains the most powerful witness to the Christian faith? Is it the moving story of repentance against all odds; or, a simple act of love? What has more power, word or deed? Jesus did not merely speak of God’s love. He showed the world the Father’s love on the cross. This was his glory. This was the way he communicated God’s love to us. This was the way he expected us to follow. 

1. What was the best faith witness you have ever seen? Why was it the best?

Book

Acts 11: 1-18
Revelation 21: 1-6

John 13:31-35
Today’s readings picture the love and encouragement to be found in Christian community. In Acts, Gentiles receive God’s word and the Holy Spirit just as the Jews do. John, in his Revelation, celebrates God’s final descent into our world to bring salvation and a restored world order. In the gospel, Jesus gives us a new command love one another; by obeying Jesus, we show our discipleship. In this Gospel, John divided this short monologue into three parts: the glory of the Son and the Father, the presence of God among the disciples, and the command to love one another.

1. How is God honored in the example we leave for others?

Took

Love was the means that raised the status of crucifixion from the profane to the sacred. In the cross, Jesus showed God’s love to the world through self-giving. When Jesus gave himself on the cross, the Father revealed himself as a selfless God. His focus was upon us. The Father loved us through the Son’s death. In this way, John could declare that the Father’s glory was in the Son and the Son’s glory was in the Father. Love united the community in one mind and heart; it united the community to God. Love is the best way we as Christians can evangelize others. The way we treat others speaks volumes about our faith and invites others to join us. Love, even in the smallest of measures, is the best way to spread the glory of God. Jesus gave an example of God’s presence in the world. We are to continue that example. The love Jesus gives us is the same love we share with others. That love defines us and motivates us. It is the love that grows beyond words.

1. When Jesus was no longer with his followers, how could God’s glory continue to shine?
2. How has the love of Christians help you through times of testing? How did these Christians express their love?

