LOOK
It's almost vacation time. It is the time to indulge hobbies; a time to share leisurely meals; and a time to renew relationships. For some, half the fun is planning the vacation. For others, half the fun is being with others on vacation. No matter. It's a time to escape the mundane, high-pressured existence to find a sense of self. After the resurrection, Peter and his companions left the pressure of Jerusalem for their quiet roots in Galilee. There, doing what they did best, they encountered the Lord. In symbols that would paint the way they evangelized.
1. What are you planning for vacation this summer?
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Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)


Revelation 5: 11-14


John 21: 1-19
Today’s readings invite us to consider the meaning of Jesus’ presence with us. In the story from Acts, the apostles, empowered by the Spirit of Jesus, preach the gospel despite persecution. John, in his Revelation, describes how being in the presence of Jesus, the enthroned Lamb of God, moves all of creation to bless and praise. In today’s gospel story, Jesus, in another post-resurrection appearance, provides an abundant catch of fish for his disciples. The helplessness of the disciples on their own is transformed by the power of the risen lord and their obedience to him. They are scarcely able to “haul in” the net because of the size of the catch. 

1. Why does Jesus decide to appear before the apostles on the shore? Why were the apostles so slow to recognize Jesus?
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No matter whether the believer is new or old, a pew sitter or a leader, the call of Christ is the same: "Follow me." Following Christ means evangelization and life in the community. Are we, like Peter, spreading the net for new believers and professing a true love for our Savior? Or are we on the sidelines watching others doing the work of the Church? As you plan for your vacation this summer, remember the story of Peter and his friends. The way they spent their time, the way they celebrated their friendship (and devotion to the Lord), and the way they renewed their friendship spoke volumes about the level of their discipleship. Fishing, breakfast, and "discussions" may form a wonderful vacation. With the Lord, they can form unforgettable experiences that change us forever.

1. As Christians how do we draw people in? Is our manner, our style, our humor filled with warm nourishment? Or are we too tense, dour, busy, obsessed with law, regulation and schedule to care about netting anyone else, let alone having breakfast with them?

