LOOK

Every year the malls start sooner to create mythical holiday worlds where dreams come true and bills don’t arrive for another month. Even the skeptics find them selves getting caught up in it, thinking maybe this year we can achieve harmony, satisfy all hungers and create a perfect peace. We tend to go to the extreme trying to create magic through our own frantic efforts. It never quite works out. The cookies burn, the relatives fight, the sweaters don’t fit and sadness can set in.

1. What are my fantasies of perfection for this holiday?

2. How can we learn to change our focus at this time of year and reflect more on the meaning of Christ’s birth?

BOOK

Romans 16:25-27




Luke 1:26-38

Paul makes known, the proclamation about Jesus Christ, that he is the revelation of the mystery of God’s plan of salvation hidden in the Old Testament and now made known in Christ. Luke emphasizes the theological significance of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  The annunciation to Mary is similar to the annunciation to Zechariah. Gabriel, the angel who heralds the fulfillment of God’s salvation in Daniel, now appears to herald the birth of Jesus. Mary is greeted as God’s wonderfully graced one. It is revealed that Mary will bear a son.

1. How does Mary question the angel Gabriel’s announcement to her?

2. Does Mary’s response to God qualify her as Jesus’ first disciple?

TOOK

Mary does not require confirmation from God but steps out in faith. Mary lacked all the credentials that most humans think important for anyone making such a dramatic change in history. Almost everything is against her; her age, inexperience, gender, marital status and powerlessness. But what for her outweighs all the apparent negatives: the favor of God and its inner reflection in her willingness. Her poverty is lifted up and turned into wealth by a God for whom nothing is impossible.

1. How might we as Mary did, learn to step out in faith?

2. When we find ourselves caught in an untenable situation how can we learn to walk with the Lord?
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