LOOK

“No fair!” we whine when the immigrant gets elected mayor and the minority student wins the scholarship. Often we consider ourselves, who were born here, to be the first that should receive all the benefits of living in this country.  We may view our institutions as established for ourselves and our families. Good fortune is something we feel that we have earned and belongs to us. Part of this view is deeply ingrained with our North American ethic.  “By gum, I’ve earned it!” we crow, clinging to our treasured piece of pie.   

1. Can you share an experience when you resented hearing about an immigrant that benefited from being in this country?

2. Have you known anyone that lost some advantage or benefit to an immigrant?

BOOK

Philippians 1:21-30






Matthew 20:1-16

In Paul we find him meditating upon the possibility of imminent execution. For Paul, both life and death are under the rule of Christ. Though life means communion with Christ, death will bring even fuller communion. The parable of the laborers in the vineyard is found only in Matthew. The point of the parable lies in the landowner’s action and is thus sometimes called the parable of the generous employer. It stand as a reminder to disciples in the Church that the first may again become last if they grumble at the reward the Lord gives to others, even to latecomers. The strength of Jesus’ message is found in his words about God’s generosity. God, as supreme judge, has the right to say “I grant mercy to whom I will”

1. When have I been like the workers hired last and paid for a full day?

2. When have I resented them?

TOOK

Jesus’ story is fairer than it seems at first. Is it really such a great coup to be hired late rather than early spending the greatest part of a day, or a life, waiting fruitlessly? Is it better to live most of one’s life without Christ, without faith, without prayer, without hope and to pay the cost of discipleship only in one’s last days? Have those that found Christ on their deathbed struck a better deal. To imagine that they have says that we do not really value our relationship to Christ or that we value it for the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow rather than for the relationship itself. Such discipleship would be like valuing great art only for its price tag thus missing the whole point. 

1. In our personal prayer do we want to bargain with God?

2. What does it really mean that the last will be first and the first will be last?
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