LOOK

Discipline is not a popular concept these days. We have a live-and-let-live attitude that is uncomfortable with the idea that anyone has a right, much less a responsibility, to discipline anyone else. Parents feel that they should be encouragers rather than rebukers. We have stripped teachers of their disciplining authority. We resent encroachments on our freedom.  Discipline performed rightly, is necessary. Children without discipline not only fail to reach their potential but also become dangerous to themselves and others. We would not want our family to travel on highways with no rules-of-the-road. We would not want to live in a community where there were no protections against violence or theft.

1. Can you share an experience when you were disciplined as a child or young person and it helped you to grow into a better person?

2. As a parent or adult have you had an occasion to discipline anyone? What was the manner in which you approached this discipline?

BOOK

Romans 13:8-14






Matthew 18:15-20

In Paul we find his specific directions: love of neighbor. For Paul, love of neighbor is the direct overflow of our experience of God’s love poured into our hearts. This gift is now poured into the lives around us. Matthew speaks of discipline within the community of disciples, who are the Church. The responsibility of seeking out the erring member was an early part of the Christian community’s behavior. If we become aware of sin, whether or not directed against our self, we have a responsibility to initiate action and, if possible, to affect a remedy. We are not to gossip or sulk, but to confront. The goal is to regain the offender and to help the sinner in his/her struggle against sin. We have a responsibility to plan this confrontation carefully and to invite the Spirit’s help.

1. How should a Christian act when the network of relationships hits a snag?

2. What kinds of sins warrant a confrontation with the sinner?

TOOK

The guidelines of the early Church are noteworthy for their compassion and restraint. Then as now, the Church was not immune from scandal. Excommunication and ostracism have lacerated the Mystical Body in the past, and will probably do so again. Jesus proposes a much more gentle way of dealing with behavior and attitudes we feel we cannot tolerate. He first recommends dealing with the problem directly and then recommends keeping the issue private. Jesus finally wants us to operate from a basis of compassion.

1. When was the last time I confronted evil

2. How might Matthew’s guidelines have helped the situation?
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