LOOK
As we celebrate the birthday of the Church, we can compare this feast to the birthdays of human beings. The early ones are filled with thanksgiving as parents rejoice in the marvel of their child. Successive birthdays mark maturation in appearance, abilities and moral development. In later years, birthdays are still the occasion for gratitude, simply because we’ve survived another year!
1. How does that progression parallel our annual celebration of Pentecost?
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Acts 2:1-21

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

John 20 19-23

Today’s readings welcome the arrival of God’s Spirit at Pentecost. In Acts, God’s Spirit, poured out on the disciples, astonishes and empowers the community. Paul explains that we come together to worship and serve in the Holy Spirit. Jesus comes to his friends and breathes on them the Spirit of peace and forgiveness. With the power of the Spirit revealed at Pentecost, the activity of the Trinity was made known. God the Father sent his Son to share his very life, his very Spirit, with his followers. Now, disciples would carry on the work of the Son. They would celebrate the Spirit in their daily lives as they followed in the footsteps of their Lord.

1. God calls everyone to repentance, even second chances. How do you respond to his call? How do you help others with their call to conversion?
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As adults we need Paul’s reminder about the value of diversity. If each birthday finds us more calcified, more convinced that ours is the only way to do things, we are regressing. The apostle called the early Christians to celebrate diversity. Appreciating multiplicity means that although things may not be done the way we would have done them, by the people we would have chosen, we can still rejoice in the myriad ways the Spirit works. Perhaps a birthday is a good time to take stock. 
1. Do we believe the Spirit is still at work in 21st-century North America? 
2. Does the Spirit ignite our homes and our hearts? If so, we can be grateful for another year of growth.
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