LOOK
The American flag has a nickname. It's called "Old Glory." When someone wants to show their patriotism, they wave "Old Glory." Salvation, like patriotism, was a demonstration of glory. But this was not the glory of parades or waving dignitaries or confetti-filled streets. It was a demonstration of power from powerlessness. It was glory shown on the cross. It was a glory that showed the love of the Father for Son.

1. How do you show your pride in your country?  In your church?

BOOK

Acts 1 6-14

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11 
Today’s readings testify to the power of Christian community. In Acts, God’s Spirit astonishes and empowers the community. 1 Peter encourages the community to consider the blessing—intimacy with the Spirit—that is theirs when they suffer for God’s sake. Jesus prays that God would protect his disciples’ unity. John 17 is known as the prayer of consecration or high-priestly prayer of Jesus. He offers himself to the Father and speaks as high priest in offering intercession for others. 

1. How can you be “caught up” in the life of the Trinity? How can you realize your place in the love between the Father and the Son?

TOOK
To show patriotism, we wave “Old Glory.” To show faith, we wave the cross. But, more to the point, we live the cross. As the cross revealed the love of the Father for the Son, it shows us our place in the love. It is an invitation to eternal life. And it is a realization of that life. When we live the cross, we participate in the love between the Father and the Son. This is true glory.

Reflect on your place in the life of God this week. Where do you find the cross in your life? How have you lived that cross? How does that cross show you the love of God?
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