LOOK

Members of groups often find themselves dealing with others outside of their community. At times this may result in hostility, confrontation and prejudice. The group is often forced to attempt to isolate itself from those outsiders. Sometimes this has resulted in groups living in isolation from main-stream society.

1. Can you think of some groups which have attempted to live in communities removed from society?

2. How do these groups manage to deal with the hostility and prejudice society may inflict on them?

BOOK

Acts 17:22-31

1 Peter 3: 13-22


   John 14:15-21              

These readings encourage us to remain steadfast in our witness to the good news. Paul presents to learned Greeks the one God as Creator and advances an argument against popular polytheism. His listeners are called to repent before judgment by “a man” whose authority was validated by resurrection. In John, Jesus assures his followers that he will always be with them, loving and empowering them. Jesus links love and obedience. Faithfulness to Jesus’ words is a defining mark of discipleship. 

1. How is the commandment to love from Jesus open-ended in contrast to most Jewish laws?

2. What is the nature of God’s presence that Paul speaks about to the Greeks?

3.  How does Jesus promise an indwelling presence to those who keep his commandments?

TOOK

We prefer to think of God’s love as unconditional, but in John two conditions are established; obedience and love. Those who love Jesus will keep his commandments. Love produces obedience. The disciples became a community of love, and that love gave them great power. By becoming a community of  love, the church will persuade the world of God’s love. Obedience to the commandment to love, then, becomes the heart of discipleship.

1. What are some obstacles we face in being both obedient and loving to God?

2. How can we as a community learn to show are love for each other as an example to the world?
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