LOOK
On a bus, a believer and a non-believer discussed the Christian life. "Jesus lives," the believer said. "Only in your mind!" the non-believer retorted with a cynical sneer. "And in my heart," the believer replied.

Knowledge of faith requires more than the rational arguments used in apologetics. Only when we begin to love God and reflect that love in daily living can we gain true insight. And influence others.

This portion of Jesus' farewell discourse falls on the heels of last week's study. As you remember, Jesus stated he lived in an intimate love with the Father. Now, Jesus would empower his followers to love same way he did. And, he promised to be with them.

1. How do we know we are loved?
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Acts 17:22-31


1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21
Today’s readings encourage us to remain steadfast in our witness to the good news. Paul tells the Athenian philosophers about the resurrection. 1 Peter urges us to present our faith and hope in Christ, no matter the circumstances The Gospel contains Jesus’ repeated assurances that his death will not leave his disciples “orphaned.” Jesus promises an indwelling presence to those who keep his commandments.

1. How does today’s gospel provide us with a loving image of God?
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We can sum up the fullness of all God's gifts in one word: Love. The outpouring of God's love forgives our sin, restores us in communion with God, and empowers us to pass God's gift of love to others. Indeed, "God is Love" and any relationship with God must be firmly rooted in love. The Holy Spirit brings us God's love. In fact, the Spirit and God's love are so intertwined that the gift of God's Spirit is a gift of his love. When we experience transcendent love, we know the Spirit lives in us. When we love others, we follow the prompting of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit speaks directly to love: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

1. What experiences of human love have pointed you toward God? What experiences of God's love have helped you to love others?
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