LOOK
Familiarity breeds dullness. Comfortable in our own surroundings, we can take people and events for granted. We concentrate on the foibles of family and friends. Because we think we know them so well, we are blinded to the talents and possibilities they possess. Like family and friends, familiarity can dull our faith relationship with Jesus. In the John's gospel, Jesus took this problem head on. He shook the faith of his followers so they could see the bigger picture.

1. Have you ever seen something, but were unaware of its importance until later?
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Acts 7:55-60


1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

Today’s readings invite us to consider our lives as a journey with Christ to a glorious, final home with God. In Acts, that journey includes both misunderstanding and suffering at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of Christ. 1 Peter teaches that journeying with Jesus means being joined with him into a spiritual house, members of a holy nation. Jesus assures his disciples that their earthly journey culminates in an eternal home with their heavenly Father.

1. In what ways does my knowing (experiencing) God impact what I know (believe) about God?
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Familiarity can breed dullness. Experience can breed disbelief. Or both can challenge us to look at others with fresh eyes to see how much potential they have. Both can challenge us to seek a personal change of heart, so that harden walls of our indifference may give way to an ever-flowing love. Both can challenge us to show the face of the Father in the small sacrifices we make each day.

1. How can our simple acts of love invite others to see the face of the Father?

2. What potential do others in life possess? How can you help them to develop those talents? How can you show others Christ in that effort?
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