LOOK

When you think of an image of a gate, you may remember those that clank shut with finality. The ornate wrought iron of the cemetery or country club?  The oppressive wire of the border zone. Too often the message of the gate is “Keep Out”. Instead, imagine the weathered wooden gate opening easily to the broad meadow. It sways in the breeze, inviting entrance to a land of tall grasses and fragrant clover.

1. Do you have a picture in your minds eye of a gate that reminded you of finality or “keep out”?

2. Is there a picture of a serene gate which you can remember in your fond memories?

BOOK

1 Peter 2:19-25   







John 10:1-10              

These readings exalt Jesus as our shepherd-leader.  As God was called Shepherd in the Old Testament, so is Jesus. The language of shepherd and flock also became standard terminology for describing those ministering within the Church.  In Peter we are told that living our faith is often difficult since we continue to live in a world that does not acknowledge God’s sovereignty. We are called to the patient endurance of unjust suffering, for that is the example given by Christ. In John, Jesus is identified as shepherd and gate. Jesus is “the gate” the way the true shepherd approaches the sheep and the way the sheep go in and out. Those who enter the sheepfold through the Jesus-gate are saved. That is the purpose of the sheepfold, safe haven in a dangerous world.

1. How does this verse provide motivation for evangelism?

2.   Who is Jesus speaking about when he says “All who came before me are thieves and bandits”?

3.
What are examples of thieves and bandits in the church today?

TOOK

The good news of today’s gospel is that Jesus is like the weathered wooden gate opening easily to a broad meadow.  As we think about this gospel we can derive a serene peace from its imagery.  We need to look at the implications of the open-gate, welcoming-shepherd imagery, touching our lives.  Jesus the parable of God, reminds us that no matter what we think God is, be careful. Maybe there is much more. Jesus tells us that this story, the story of God comes true when we do too.

1. How does Jesus offer us the green pastures in our daily lives?

2. Where is Jesus, the Good Shepherd, now leading me? 
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