LOOK

In our modern world we have no lack of demons. Cancers infect every system: government, church, school and family. We have all witnessed the after-effect of a “clean war” Millions starve while the diet industry flourishes in the U.S. Babies in the U.S. are born drug addicted. Our schools suffer with inadequate funding and declining achievement. The numbing litany of oppression continues.  Social injustice and political corruption are frequent headlines.

1. What are examples of demons you have witnessed in our modern world?

2. How should we as Christians confront these demons as boldly as Jesus did?

BOOK

1 Corinthians 8:1-13




Mark 1:21-28

In Corinthians, Paul is discusses the guiding principle for resolving misunderstandings among Christians about participation in non-Christian culture. Most meat sold at market came from animals offered for sacrifice in pagan temples. Christians in Corinth were divided on the issue of eating this meat. Paul reminds them that charity to one’s fellow-Christian take first place. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is teaching in the synagogue and frees a person possessed by a demon. Mark is emphasizing Jesus’ activity as teacher and he stresses Jesus’ effective, powerful authority. Mark does not tell miracle stories for the sake of arousing awe. He tells them to give witness to the meaning of Jesus presence.

1. How does the exorcism miracle in Mark’s gospel confirm Jesus’ authority?

2. How is Paul’s response to the Corinthians division over eating such meat helpful for present day Christians?

TOOK

The exorcism confirms Jesus’ authority, first revealed in his teaching. Jesus could have chosen any kind of miracle to authenticate his authority, but chooses an exorcism for its symbolic value. In this Gospel, Jesus comes to defeat evil and to affect salvation. He begins that process by his teaching/healing ministry in this synagogue. His teaching and healing are seamless parts of the same salvation work.  Jesus does not need high-tech special effects to defeat evil. Driven by holiness, he wields the supreme authority of good over evil. 

1. How are we as Christians challenged by Jesus to stand against evil and injustice?

2. Would the witnessing of a miraculous event produce unwavering faith? If so why and if not why?
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