LOOK

Our lives have been a series of changes. Many of these have been physical while others have been career related. Living in these times has forced us to experience a never ending series of technological changes. These changes have affected our lives at home and probably on the job. The introduction of pagers, cell phones, and emails has drastically altered family life. We are not able to escape change in our world. For many this may lead to a sense of panic to hold onto the old. Many of us long for the simpler life of our youth. 

1. How do you approach change in your everyday life?

2. Can you share an experience how a technological change has improved your personal or professional life?

BOOK

1 Corinthians 7:29-31




Mark 1:14-20

In Corinthians, Paul is urging believers to give priority to God’s mission instead of the passing concerns of the world.  These verses offer a basis for a healthy perspective on establishing a value system for contemporary Christian life. Christians cannot approach their ordinary tasks with non-Christian motives. Marks gospel recounts the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. He proclaims “the good news of God” that the “kingdom of God has come near”. Mark says that Jesus began his ministry only after John was arrested. This takes John out of play before Jesus begins his ministry. Mark wants to emphasize John’s forerunner role once Jesus is on the scene, John is no longer needed. The disciples are called by Jesus rather than volunteering.  The call is personal, an invitation from Jesus to “follow me”. 

1. How does the arrest of John and Jesus’ eventual betrayal, open the door for the disciples ministry?

2. How are we called as Christians to “follow me”?

TOOK

Jesus tells his listeners that God’s kingdom “has come near”. The question is whether the kingdom is on its way or has already arrived, and both seem true. Jesus has begun to usher in the kingdom, but has much work yet to do. His death, resurrection, and ascension will complete his earthly ministry. Our response to the coming of the kingdom is twofold. Repent (to change one’s mind or direction) and believe the good news. We tend to think of repentance as feeling guilty, but it is really a change of mind or direction, seeing things from a different perspective.  

1. How is believing in the good news an act of faith?

2. Why does our call for repentance start with a new vision rather than guilty feelings?
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