LOOK
Religious symbols have power. Consider the cross. It is found on jewelry, in advertisements for contractors and car repair shops, on buildings. Not only do these crosses convey faith. Many are used to attract a certain clientele so the advertisers or creators make money. While these uses may not be inappropriate, they do beg the question. What do we truly mean when we use symbol of the cross? Jesus changed the symbolism of the cross from one of death to life, from one of guilt to one of acquittal and freedom.

1. How do people use the cross in our culture? Which is appropriate? Which is inappropriate?
BOOK

Isaiah 6: 1-8

Romans 8: 12-17


John 3: 1-17
Today’s readings invite us to experience the mystery of the Trinity. Isaiah responds to the invitation to speak for God, the Holy One. Paul explains that the Holy Spirit leads us to the Father, who adopts us as children and thus makes us “joint heirs with Christ.” In today’s gospel, Jesus explains to Nicodemus that being born of the Spirit, with faith in the Son, results in eternal life with God the Father.

1. Reflect on the meaning of the cross. How has it freed you?

TOOK

We stand on holy ground. That truth resonates throughout today's readings, reminding us of the essential sacredness of our experience, throughout all times and seasons. The cross is a symbol of Christ in the world. It communicates faith in the One who came to free us; and tells us of eternal life. It is more than a sign that identifies us as Christians. It is a sign that evangelizes. As Christians, we are to give the cross meaning. We are to communicate Christ to the world. We can only do that if Christ is at our core. Faith is more then assenting to the truth; it is allowing Christ to be with us, in us, and through us. Our challenge is to give the Lord Jesus this opportunity.

1. How do you represent the cross and Christianity? How have you allowed God to use you? What meaning have you given the cross in your life? 

