LOOK
The Judeo-Christian concern for the poor and needy has become overwhelming in this day when the whole world of nations is at our doorstep. We hardly know how to respond. International economic injustices prevent the distribution of national resources on the basis of simple human need. Welfare and many other social obligations have largely become the responsibility of governmental agencies and institutions. We are not too conscious of the individual injunction to be our brother’s keeper. Still, those who live under biblical mandates do what they can to relieve human need, as they are able.
1. What are some examples of ways that you help to relieve human need in your community?
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2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
2 Corinthians 8: 7-15

Mark 5: 21-43
Today’s readings encourage us to remember God’s goodness and act toward others with the same unflinching generosity and compassion. David sings a eulogy for the slain Saul and Jonathan. Paul encourages the Corinthians to offer their surplus of wealth to other communities who are in need. In the gospel, Jesus brings the daughter of Jairus, a synagogue official, back to life in anticipation of his own resurrection. The story of Jairus' daughter showed a tender side to Jesus. For the sake of a child, he came, endured ridicule, and raised the dead to life. Like many other passages in Mark, narrative elements foreshadowed the death and resurrection of the Lord.

1. For what healing do I need to stretch out my hand and touch Jesus?
TOOK
For the first time in Mark’s gospel, a respectable member of society “falls at Jesus’ feet.” Whatever mixture of motives he might have, the ruler of the synagogue also has some faith that Jesus can help his dying child. Jesus recognizes the quantum of faith in Jairus and responds to it. But the little girl dies before Jesus reaches her. Why trouble him further when death strikes in the midst of hope? We say “where there is life there is hope.” But Jesus, already challenged and victorious over the violence of nature and demonic forces, goes immediately to meet death head-on and calls the daughter of Jairus out of her “sleep.” Our lord is quick to respond to any budding faith, no matter how it is mixed with self-serving interests. So Jesus vanquished death also, demonstrating that he is lord even over the last enemy of life. Jesus has proved how genuine is his love for us. Our gratitude moves us to find our brothers and sisters in need and carry on his gracious work.
1. How has Jesus helped you proclaim the Good News, endure ridicule, and restored your brokenness?

