LOOK
Have you ever driven through the farms areas of the Central Valley or perhaps the cornfields of Kansas? What a lush and beautifully green landscape to behold. From the beauty of the Central Valley orchards to the lush greens of the Kansas corn fields the miracle of the seed is at work. Each of us has probably attempted to grow a garden atsome point in our lives. We have witnessed first hand the transformation of planting seeds and seeing those seeds sprout and become plants or flowers. We do not know how the seed sprouts and grows. The process goes on while we sleep. The earth seems to produce of itself and the harvest comes.
1. Can you describe a scene you witnessed from a farmland area? What struck you most about this scene?
2. Have you ever planted a garden or flowerbed from seeds? Describe the feelings you had as the plants began to grow and flourish. 

BOOK

Ezekiel 17: 22-24
2 Corinthians 5: 6-10; (11-13) 14-17

Mark 4: 26-34
In today’s readings, Ezekiel gives the Israelites hope that one day God will restore their strength. Paul reminds his Corinthian communities that our eternal dwelling is not found here on earth but is with the lord. In the gospel, Jesus uses two parables to describe how God’s dynamic presence—the kingdom—grows in our lives. These two parables both concern God’s presence in our world. Both emphasize the process of growth and the contrast between beginning and end.
1. In today’s Gospel reading how is the mustard seed compared to the Kingdom of God?

TOOK

For the spiritually perceptive, Jesus himself is the seed God has sown in the world. We believe in the divine kingdom already “planted” in Christ and trust the creative Spirit of God to bring forth the new harvest of redeemed human souls. The word “harvest” is also used as a biblical note of warning. The sickle is judgment. The grain was ripe when Jesus came into the world. But now the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand. God’s kingdom has already sprung up in Christ, and we must decide whether or not to be among the disciples who understand his words and live by them.

1. How has my awareness of God’s presence been growing lately?
