LOOK
Is it a gift or a right? We Americans seem to work harder to gain the good things in life. Yet, if we were asked what we cherish the most, we would point to those things that cannot be earned. Ultimately, the question of gift or right falls to our inner character. Are we self-giving or self centered?
1. What do you most appreciate in your life? How hard did you work for those items or qualities? Do you deserve those items or qualities?

BOOK

2 Samuel 11: 1-15

Ephesians 3:14-21

John 6:1-21
Today’s readings illustrate God’s care for the hungry. Multiplication of food given to Elisha demonstrates God’s power to provide abundantly. In 2 Samuel, David abuses his royal power to commit adultery and murder. Paul exhorts the Ephesians to use their spiritual gifts to build up the Body of Christ. Jesus multiplies five loaves and two fish to feed the hungry crowd. The feeding of the 5,000 is the only miracle of Jesus’ ministry recorded in all four gospels. John’s account seems to come from a tradition independent of, but parallel to, the other accounts. As so often emphasized in John, Jesus takes the initiative, even before the people arrive

1 How does the feeding of 5,000 help us to understand the significance of the Eucharist? 
TOOK
Sometimes we confuse God's blessing with faith: we assume abundance is the sign of God's favor. This sets up a vicious cycle of greed. The little we have is not enough; we want more. And we rationalize this greed in the name of God. The signs, the time, and the place seemed perfect for a miracle. The multiplication of the loaves reminded the people of an image for God's kingdom, the never-ending feast. It also pointed to the Eucharist. From one body, God fed many and abundance remained. One small piece of bread was broken and the result was eternal life. From the flesh of one man, the world was fed.

1 How can we truly appreciate God's gifts to us? And, how do we resist the temptation to demand more from God and turn faith into an exercise of selfish greed?
