LOOK
Why do people leave the Church? Maybe this is the wrong question to ask. Shouldn't we pose a different question? Why do so many people go to Mass when there are so many other things to do on a Sunday? Doesn't sleeping in, reading the Sunday paper at a leisurely pace, sharing a relaxing brunch, or watching an exciting NFL game sound so much better than Sunday worship? But people still show up for Mass, week after week. Why?

1. Why do you like to go to Church? What holds you in weekly worship when there are so many other things to do on Sunday? 
BOOK

1 Kings 8 (1, 6, 10-11), 22- 30, 41-43
Ephesians 6:10-20

John 6:56-69
Today’s readings invite us to consider the joys and challenges of following Jesus. In 1 Kings, Solomon expresses his service of God at the dedication of the Jerusalem temple. In Ephesians 6, Paul exhorts Christians to protect themselves with the armor of God. Jesus’ words cause many to turn away from him, but the twelve disciples recognize his teaching as the words of eternal life.

1 How does our life depend on spiritual certainties rather than earthly realities? Why is wholehearted trust more difficult to attain?
TOOK
Faith in Christ does indeed bring scandal. But many leave your Church or Christianity itself because of sinfulness. Power, possessions, and position can drive more away than the scandal of faith. Each must take responsibility for his or her actions and their consequences, no matter which side he or she may stand. But, just because one leaves the Church or joins another congregation does not mean God has rejected him or her. Those in other Churches and ecclesial communities offer their followers means of sanctification: God's written word and a life of grace (the theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity, along with the gifts of the Spirit). Those washed in the waters of Baptism and living a life of faith have the right to be called Christian. Even those who reject Christ and his Church are called to return by means we may never know. So, those who leave your Church for another community, and those who leave Christianity altogether need to be treated with respect and charity, not distance and disdain. It may be our actions as a part of God's plan that will eventually bring the lost back to Christ and the fullness of Christian life.

1. Do you know of someone who has left the Church or rejected Christ? What sort of relationship do you have with that person? How can you help them return?

