Directions

LOOK

When we ask for directions some can tell us to turn left here and to turn right there. It may be very difficult to follow these directions correctly preventing us from getting lost. However, if we could get that person to lead us to the destination, we could be assured of getting there. When a person takes us to our destination, that person becomes, for us, the way.

1. Can you share a time when you asked for directions and still got lost? How about a time the directions got you there?

2. How do you plan or get directions before you start a trip trying to ensure you will find your way? 

BOOK

Acts 17:1-15         
1 Peter 2:1-10        



John 14:1-14              

Today’s readings invite us to consider our lives as a journey with Christ to a glorious, final home with God.  In Acts, that journey includes misunderstanding and suffering at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of Christ. 1 Peter teaches that journeying with Jesus means being joined with him into a spiritual house, members of a holy nation. Jesus assures his disciples that their earthly journey culminates in an eternal home with their heavenly Father. The gospel reading draws out the meaning of Jesus’ departure for his disciples. It brings not separation but deeper fellowship. Jesus is the revelation of God in words and works.

1. Why does Paul go first to the synagogues when entering a town?

2. What are the images that describe the Christian community in 1 Peter?

3. How is the phrase “In my Father’s house” more personal and more open-ended that the word “heaven”?

TOOK

Just as “dwelling places” or “abiding places” in terms of relationship, Jesus defines life as relationship. Jesus’ oneness with the Father is rooted in the Jewish understanding that the emissary bears the identity and speaks with the authority of the sender. Through the centuries, countless Christians have validated Jesus’ claims. When we have followed Christ, he has proven true. He delivered us from our addictions, our false hopes, and our heinous sins. He loved us while we were yet sinners and provides us a way back to the Father. 

1. How are we tasked as Christians to see the unity between Jesus and the Father through his works?

2.  When we pray in Jesus’ name what do we expect?  How does our development of a closer relationship with Jesus, understanding of Jesus and acceptance of his will, affect our prayers? 
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