LOOK
In our lives there are many times that we feel under-appreciated. This may happen with friends and family or at work. How often have we put everything into a project to have the boss turn around and ask us to take on more?  How often have we met our families needs and never even hear a thank you.  Often when we have put forth a lot of effort we have expectations that those in our life will do things for us. Many times we are disappointed when they fail to meet our needs.

1. Can you share an experience you had where you did something for your family or at work and felt under-appreciated?

2.    Do you have expectations from others to do things for you after you have done things for them?

BOOK

2 Timothy 1:1-14





Luke 17:5-10

These readings call us to believe in god’s ability to make the impossible possible. Paul encourages Timothy to endure in power and love, guarding the truth of the gospel. In Luke, Jesus requires absolute forgiveness with Christians that have hurt us. The disciples as Jesus for faith required to meet it. They recognize faith as a gift from God. They can ask for it; they can prepare themselves to receive it; but it is God’s to give.  Jesus teaches that faith even in small quantities has great power.  The parable, found only in Luke, is based upon the hard reality of a slave’s existence. The slave’s time and toil belong without limit to his or her owner. The parable warns against self-righteousness and teaches that God’s claims on us have no limits. The rewards of God are always of grace, not debt.
1.   How do we get this faith?

2.   Does God owe us anything for living good Christian Life’s?

TOOK

The disciples saw faith as a gift of God and we can pray to God to increase our faith. If we associate with people of faith it can build our faith, so our participation in the worship and life of the church is important. The guidance of the scriptures helps build the powerful faith of which Jesus speaks. We grow in faith as we act in faith. Every gift of God is strengthened by the exercise of it, and this is true of faith. 

1. What are things that we can do to learn to build our faith through the scriptures?

2. How can we learn to recognize the gifts from God so that we can use then and grow in faith?

