LOOK

Our live style in the United States sets us out as wealthy compared to the standards of others in the world.  We have clean drinking water, available medicines and access to most social services. We are rarely subject to the violence that many less privileged people face in there life. If there are natural disasters that strike our communities, substantial help is always available. Economic prosperity is a central concern of our national leaders. As a whole, we definitely rate among the haves. 
1. How do you feel about the wealth of this country compared to the less fortune areas of the world?

2. How do you share your wealth with the less fortunate around the world?

BOOK

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12





Luke 19:1-10
These readings explore the transformation that follows our encounter with God. In 2 Thessalonians, Paul encourages steady faith that waits quietly for the transformation brought by Christ. He reminds the Thessalonians of the need to give thanks, even in persecution, for God’s increasing their faith and love.  In Luke we find Jesus making a decisive gesture of inviting himself to dinner with Zacchaeus. This offered a fellowship denied to him by others. In joyous and thankful response, Zacchaeus vows to give half his goods to the poor and to payback generously to anyone he may have defrauded. Jesus then points out that even an outcast may receive and respond to salvation.
1. If you were to share a meal with Jesus today, what would you say to him? What might he say to you?
2. How will Zacchaeus’ salvation affect the entire community in which he lives? 
TOOK

We find in the Gospel of Luke that Jesus places heavy demands on those whom others would welcome with open arms. We are told that it is difficult for rich people to be saved, but God can save them. When Zacchaeus climbed the sycamore it reminds us that we have the same achingly familiar need.  Our material possessions do not provide us with a lasting peace. We too seek a deeper answer for our lives. When we venture even a step closer into regular prayer or the service of others we find we receive much more than we gave. 

1. Can you share an experience where you received much more than you gave?

2.  How do we learn to balance the wealth we have with our need to seek our personal salvation?
