LOOK

When we measure the kind of person we are, often we compare ourselves to the worst elements of society.  This allows us to downplay our own faults. After all, we are not thieves, murderers or sexual abusers. How much different would we see ourselves if we measured ourselves to a higher standard.  Perhaps our shortcomings would be more apparent to us if we aimed higher when comparing.
1. Can you share how you measure your shortcomings compared to others?

2. Would you feel different about yourself if you aimed higher with your comparison?

BOOK

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18





Luke 18-9-14

These readings define lowliness and celebrate its virtue. In Timothy Paul is giving his final farewell. He speaks of himself as one whose life is ebbing away. Like a boxer or runner, he has completed his event. Paul acknowledges that his work is finished, and he looks forward both to God’s reward and Jesus’ return. Luke speaks of people who were righteous and contemptuous. In this parable the Pharisee seems truly thankful. He is fulfilling to law. The tax collector knows he has no merits of his own. He throws himself at God’s mercy.  This parable contrasts two styles of prayer. The loudly self-righteous by the Pharisee and the plea for God’s mercy to a sinner by the tax collector.
1. Based on your view of prayer today, how would the Pharisee comment on today’s prayer?  What would be the view of prayer by the tax collector?

2. In your prayer life are you more like the Pharisee or the tax collector?

TOOK

Our understanding of salvation dictates the shape of our discipleship. Pharisees took a defensive approach to salvation separating themselves from sin and sinners. They saw themselves as a bulwark against the pressures of paganism and assimilation that threatened the Jewish faith. They built a wall to keep sinners out. Jesus, however, took the offense, reaching out to redeem sinners and to bring them to him. The tax collectors simple prayer left plenty of silent space for God to speak to him. He says nothing about changing his ways and becoming respectable. His only virtue is his humility. We have in this parable a righteous man (Pharisee) going down to his house as unrighteous and an unrighteous man (the tax collector) going down to his house as righteous. When it comes to righteousness, only God’s grace counts.

1. How does this parable teach us to pray humbly?

2. As we examine ourselves, do we find that we are self-righteous and contemptuous of other people?  If so what is the reason?

