LOOK

As we deal with our everyday lives, we prefer to get what we want when we want it. We expect physicians to give us instant relief. We expect a motion picture to give us instant joy or sorrow. We expect technology to give us instant communication. We expect the stock market to give us instant wealth. It seems we have become a society that demands instant gratification and solutions to all of our problems. 

1. How do you react when your expectations are not instantly met when dealing with others?

2. Do you have a higher standard with professionals than with family or friends?

3. Are your desires for instant gratifications unrealistic and a source of personal frustration?

BOOK
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5





Luke 18:1-8

These readings encourage us to seek intimacy with God through scripture study and constant prayer.  In Timothy Paul stresses the stabilizing role of tradition in the Church, both the teaching handed down through generations in the family and in the church community, and the written tradition preserved in scripture. In Luke we find the parable of the unjust judge. Here the judge must decide to give the widow justice as a way of saving himself from receiving a black eye. The woman uses the judge’s selfishness as a weapon against him. If he will not give her justice because God demands it, he will do so to be rid of her.

1. What is Luke’s concern for the Christians of his day? 

2. How does Luke compare the compassion of God to the response of the corrupt judge to grant the widows plea?
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As we reflect on these passages let us consider that God does not promise instant answers to prayer. We should consider that a blessing. What would it be like of God answered every prayer quickly exactly as asked. A loving God cannot give every person unlimited power. Persistent prayer reshapes our hearts to God’s original design. Once that happens, formerly clogged channels are cleared to receive God’s mercies.

1. Do we approach prayer as an unsavory bargaining process in which we must wrangle what we want?

2. Is the purpose of prayer to change God’s mind or to bring our hearts into line with God’s will?

3. Understanding prayer as a longing for intimacy, rather than a listing of wants and needs, how will I relate to God today?

