LOOK

When we look around our church on a Sunday morning we find a mixture of human life. People searching for jobs, parents regretting the angry words hurled at their children in an effort to get to church on time. We see young people squandering their opportunities for education, workers uncomfortable with the sneaky ways they have cheated their bosses, employers guilty of oppressing employees. Someone may be thinking about the expense account they overstated.  Another thinks about the unkind words said to an elderly parent. It’s a motley collection, indeed our church going group. 
1. When we think about our church community has God chosen the wrong people?

2.  How does God choose to be with us each Sunday?

BOOK

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17





Luke 20:27-38
These readings affirm the reality of eternal, resurrected life.  Paul takes comfort and courage in the knowledge that God guards us eternally against the evil one. He prays for their continued encouragement and asks them to pray for continued success and protection for him. In Luke we find the Sadducees attempting to ensnare Jesus with their resurrection question, “whose wife will the woman be”?  Jesus outlines the radical discontinuity between earthly life and resurrection life. Jesus recognizes that the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection, are trying to trap him with a contrived dilemma into following their belief. Sexual procreation is necessary to sustain the human race in a world where people die. It is not necessary in the resurrected life where people are like angels in the sense that they are no longer subject to death.
1. Why does Jesus mention the angels in his response to the Sadducees?
2.  What is Jesus attempting to show us regarding our view of resurrection as an extension of life as we know it? 
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In the Gospel of Luke we find that God is the God of fallible human beings. God takes great pleasure in vibrant human company. God does not haunt the tombs or delight in morbid gravity; god is to be found with those who laugh and eat and make mistakes and work and sleep. We can presume that barriers which separate person from person will evaporate in the sin-free environment of resurrection. Our needs for companionship and intimacy will be met easily in a broad range of relationships. Imagine being surrounded by best friends and yet never experiencing the hurts that mar relationships in this life.

1. What is your understanding of the resurrection life we hope to share in one day? 
2. How is the idea of resurrection rooted in Christian tradition?
