LOOK

During the last several years we have faced much uncertainty within our world. The shock of 9/11 is fresh in our memories. The world has become very unsettled in recent times.  It would have been far more devastating if the entire city of New York had been destroyed. Even a decade later, that would be fresh in our minds as a turning point in our history. Even today with the events in Iraq and other parts of the world we still face much uncertainty and reason to be concerned. Much has changed in our world as a result of the attacks of 9/11.
1. Faced with any disaster what should we watch for? How will we know? How can we prepare?
2. What fears do we feel when faced with unexpected destruction similar to 9/11?
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2 Thessalonians 3:6-13





Luke 21:5-19
These readings call us to remain steadfast in the faith. Paul had noted a problem of idleness in the Thessalonians church. This may have been a reaction to the expectation of an imminent end to human affairs. Paul reminds them both of the tradition he taught them and of his own example. He exhorts the idle to earn their own living, while the community is encouraged to persevere in well doing. In Luke, we find Jesus explaining his prediction of the temple’s destruction. Jesus identified signs that would soon be fulfilled. The disciples will be imprisoned but are not to prepare a defense in advance for the Lord will guide them.

1. What signs does Jesus predict that will forewarn of the temple destruction?
2.  What does Jesus offer us to help deal with our suffering and hardships? 
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Jesus assures us that terrible things will indeed happen. If we are to lose everything it does not mean we will perish.  We are to be given the wisdom and confidence of his presence. Confronting disaster, we as Christians need not respond with fear but rather with patient endurance. The Church does not offer the sure guarantee of law, but the abiding promise of intimacy with Christ.

1. In what ways might Jesus’ presentation of the “bigger picture” calm our fears about the coming week? The coming year? The remainder of our time on earth?
