LOOK

Whenever we are faced with saying goodbye to someone, there is a certain amount of sadness we experience. We may have said goodbye to a friend or relative that was moving. We may have had the deep sadness of saying goodbye to a parent or a loved one. This process of saying goodbye can be very heartbreaking. No one ever desires to experience the loss of a loved one.

1. Have you ever experienced saying goodbye to a close friend or relative that was moving away?  What were the feelings you experienced?

2. Have you lost a parent or loved one and experienced saying goodbye?

BOOK

Acts 11:1-18


John 13:31-35

These readings picture the love and encouragement to be found in Christian community. In Acts, gentiles receive God’s word and the Holy Spirit just as the Jews did.  In John Jesus gives us a new command to love one another. By obeying Jesus, we show our discipleship.  In Acts we see Paul’s commitment to reaching the Gentiles. Here God’s impartiality extends the gift of salvation and a new covenant relationship to Gentiles as well as Jews. In John we see a love commandment which is new, not as a commandment, but in that Jesus’ love becomes the model for all love and basic obligation of the new covenant. God’s unconditional love has been revealed in a new way in Jesus. He is more than the standard for Christian love; he is its source. His love is both affective and effective, bonding the Christian community and bringing salvation.

1. How does Jesus’ concept of love offer us to do the most unlikely actions?

2. If we listen to the challenge of Jesus, what might such love look like?

TOOK
Jesus broke the hard news to his disciples at the last supper when he told them “I am with you only a little longer”.  This was to be a very heartbreaking experience for the disciples.  Yet Jesus challenges the disciples and all of us to love each other as he has loved us. This gives us a chance to follow his teaching and apply it to our Christian community.

1. How have we been challenged to love one another in our Christian communities?

2.  How do we apply the need to love one another to our own daily lives?
