LOOK

How often have we heard about the deeds or the accomplishments of someone yet we still fail to believe what we have heard. This may be true of a great statesman we have read about,a sports star from years ago or perhaps an actor. We tend to need to see things for ourselves so that it can be validated for us.
1. Can you share a time when you heard about someone’s accomplishments or feats but just really couldn’t believe?

2. How can we be convinced by others to believe in someone’s accomplishments?

BOOK

Acts 13:15-16, 26-33,(34-39)


John 10:22-30

Today’s readings explore the image of God as a caring Shepherd.  In Acts, Paul goes first to the local synagogue and proclaims that the salvation history of Israel is fulfilled in Jesus. God’s promise of a deliverer from the line of David has been kept in Christ despite and through the ignorant actions of the Jerusalem rulers. God has fulfilled the “words of the prophets” by sending Jesus, anointing him with the Spirit at his baptism and raising him from the dead. In John, Jesus develops the role of the sheep. Some people are unresponsive, not because Jesus has not done the works of a shepherd, but because they are not of the flock; they are willfully blind.  The statement made about Jesus in V28 is then made in V29 about the Father: their sheep are safe.  Jesus sums up by affirming that he and his Father are one. John describes their unity in actions, in teaching and in knowledge. 

1. What is the type of security that Jesus is offering as the Shepherd?  Should we expect security within our lives here on earth?

2. How did the Jerusalem rulers attempt to turn Jesus’ works against him?  How had Jesus identified these rulers?
TOOK
Eternal life in John is not longevity, but is life lived in the presence of God. It involves a change from the ways of the past. Jesus’ opponents are accustomed to familiar ways and will mot risk looking in a new direction or embracing a new kind of Messiah so that they might enjoy eternal life which Jesus offers. To believe is to belong to those who hear Jesus’ voice and receive eternal life.

1. What is the relationship Jesus is describing between the Father and the Son?

2.  How can we become the sheep and be part of the unity with the Father and the       Son?
