LOOK

When we think of our home we may think of the saying “Home is where the heart is.” Our homes are the place that we live with our loved ones, a place where we love and are loved in return. Home is where they know us best and love us anyway.  Home can bring thoughts of security and comfort.
1. How do you feel about your home when you return from a long trip?

2. What will be the type of home you envision for your retirement or if you are retired is your home best suited for your retirement?

BOOK

John 14:23-29

In verse 23, Jesus promises us a place where we love and are loved in return, both here and in heaven. Home is where we are with the Lord, and we are with the Lord now. In verses 25-26 Jesus promises the disciples he will send an advocate the Holy Spirit.   Jesus will provide his presence after he returns to the father through the Holy Spirit. Jesus gives the gift of peace, not the superficial greeting and farewell of the world nor the mere cessation of warfare, but the peace of God as promised as part of God’s reign.   The full impact of Jesus’ words would not hit the disciples until the things about which he spoke had taken place. Jesus was laying the foundation so that they would be able to believe once the events about which he is speaking begin to unfold.
1. How is Jesus able to be with the apostles yet return to the father?
2. How can we experience the advocate in our lives?

TOOK

To understand Jesus’ promise to send the Spirit as teacher, we may need to discard some of our conventional ideas about teachers and learners.  When we consider the Spirit was teacher, we must magnify the role of even the best human teachers.  The Spirit will teach us everything. When Jesus calls the Spirit the Advocate, he employs the language of the courtroom to show the Spirit’s multiple tasks of bearing witness to Christ, confronting the oppressor and judging the world. Perhaps this is why Jesus gives peace at the same time he gives the Spirit. Fear or distress at his departure would be a natural reaction for the disciples. But Jesus can forbid these emotions because he gives the antidote.

1. How does God’s Spirit sustain us in the world?

2.   How do we as Christians learn to apply the peace Jesus gave to the disciples?

