LOOK

An invitation to dinner is a very common event in our social lives. We are often invited by friends, neighbors or family to share a meal. Additionally, we often invite others to our home to share a meal. This is a central part of our social interaction with both friends and family. As guest we expect to have things in common with the other people that have been invited. And when we invite others to our home we usually choose a group that will interact with each other.

1. Can you share some experiences you have had as dinner guests at a large diner party?

2. Was there a dinner when someone was there unexpectedly that had a major impact on the evening?

BOOK

Galatians 2:11-21



Luke 7:36- 8:3

In Galatians Paul uses an incident of an issue of kosher food versus table fellowship with Gentiles. Paul wishes to establish that the Church, despite its Jewish heritage, cannot compel Gentiles to observe the Mosaic Law.  The right relationship with God in the Christian church does not come about by works of the law but rather through the faith in Jesus.  In Luke Simon, Jesus’ host, probably invited Jesus to dinner so that he might study the young prophet. Simon kept himself pure and expected other religious leaders to do the same. Simon was embarrassed at the behavior of the sinful woman and was shocked that Jesus did nothing to rebuff her. He must have been especially offended that she committed her indiscretions at his dinner table.  Jesus forgives the woman her sins and sends her away in peace.  

1. How was the woman able to receive Jesus’ forgiveness?
2. How did the other guests view Jesus’ act of forgiving the woman her sins? ( Their view was that only God can forgive sins)
TOOK

In the gospel story we see the works of God’s mercy. It embraces those who trust in him. In the parable of the debtors, Jesus links loving and forgiving. These are both related to our salvation. Through his suffering on the cross Jesus was loving, forgiving and saving us. Whenever we are caught being insincere, fearful, and wrong, we can be encouraged to know we rejoice that our sins are forgiven and we may go in peace.

1. When has God’s forgiveness been most real for me?

2. When has my forgiveness towards someone else been most meaningful for me?

