LOOK

Think back to a time that you prepared for an extended trip. We would all have things we needed to do to make sure everything would run smoothly while we were gone. We may have had to make provisions for children or pets or others. Banking or the post office or others things would require our attention before we left.

1. Share what you needed to do prior to embarking on a long trip?

2. If you left anyone behind did you meet their needs while you were gone?

BOOK

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

In Romans Paul is using two equivalent metaphors to describe God’s saving action in Christ. These are justification, the ending of a legal dispute, and reconciliation, the termination of a state of hatred. Christ’s sacrifice reveals God’s justifying, reconciling love for us. In John, Jesus warns the disciples of his impending death and of persecution to come. Yet his death is described as a return home to the Father. Through his death the Spirit of truth can come leading the disciples into an ever-deeper understanding of Jesus’ revelation. Like Jesus, the Spirit will not speak out of a separate authority. The Spirit will glorify Jesus, as Jesus did the Father, by revealing him to people. Through the inspiration of the Spirit, the mission of the disciples will be one with that of Jesus.

1. What is meant by “God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength”?

2. How does the Spirit help us to understand God’s will as it applies to our particular circumstance?
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Our language about God springs from our experience of God’s activity and, at best, only points to divine mystery. Though we know that all our language about God is metaphorical and that all our comprehensive explanations fall short of God’s essential mystery, nevertheless we continue to be lured by God’s holy mystery. And the mystery of human selfhood spills over into our encounters with the mysterious other in our lives. Even those closest to our, our parents, children spouses and friends, remain somehow other and surprising.

1. How do we know God? 

2. Where do I encounter the holy mystery?

3. Where does God flash with splendid creation, move with tender compassion, liberate from justice and pour forth love?

