LOOK
How often have we found ourselves distracted as we attempt to accomplish a task? This may range from a very simple to task to one that requires all of our concentration.  How many times have we seen someone driving and using a cell phone? We may at one time or another have been driving and turned around to speak to someone in the back seat and then drifted into the other lane.

1. Can you share some examples of times when you were distracted from a task or project?
2. How did the distraction affect your ability to accomplish the task or project?

BOOK

Galatians 5:1,13-25


Luke 9:51-62

In Galatians Paul points out that Christian freedom requires being led by the Spirit. It is the opposite of both the Jewish law and non-Jewish license. Christian freedom leads to mutual service. In Luke we see Jesus moving towards Jerusalem and he is offering no easy discipleship. Those who would follow him must first count the cost, because they will suffer Christ’s suffering. They must not give anything priority over Jesus. This reaction by Jesus seems very demanding and reflects that he knew he was on his way to death in Jerusalem.
1. Why is Jesus so demanding with those who express a desire to follow him?

2.  Does Jesus really require a total renunciation of all natural and material considerations of every would-be follower?

TOOK

As we are called to Jesus we must still count to cost of following him.  We may not be called as the disciples were but the example of self-denial and self-discipline remains a vital factor of our discipleship. We still have to make service to God our first priority and acknowledge God as our “good above all others”. However we choose to serve and follow the Lord, it is the Spirit who enables us to do it.

1. What are some of the personal cost you have experienced in following Jesus?

2. How has the Holy Spirit enabled you to serve Jesus more closely?

