LOOK

We have all encountered some form of demons in our lives. It may have been a friend or family member that was affected by alcohol or drug abuse.  Or, we may have witnessed other kinds of demons which affected our friend or family member. In our lives we too may have experienced some kind of demon that had a profound effect on our life.

1. Can you share an experience with a friend or family member that was suffering from some form of a demon?  How did people respond after that person overcame the demon?
2. Can you share a personal experience where you overcame a demon? How did people respond to you afterwards?

BOOK

Galatians 3: 23-29



Luke 8:26-39

In Galatians Paul’s message is that faith in Christ fulfills the Law of Moses. Paul reminds us that through baptism into Christ, we are all now “children of God” Baptism makes us all God’s children and so heirs of the promises to Abraham made long before the law was given to Moses.  The gospel story of Luke and the passages of Jesus’ exorcism of the demon are also recorded in both Matthew 8:29-9:1 and Mark 5: 1-20. Matthew’s account is shorter and involves two demoniacs, while Mark’s account is closer to Luke’s account.  Both Mark and Luke present this as the second of four stories which demonstrate the authority of Jesus: (1) The calming of a storm (2) this exorcism (3) the healing of Jairus’ daughter and (4) the healing of the woman with a hemorrhage.  This passage is the only account in the Gospel of Jesus in Gentile territory. Jesus is moving among Gentiles who were not yet ready for his ministry.
1. Why are these people not filled with joy at the deliverance of this man from his demons? Why are they afraid?

· Jesus has bankrupted their swineherd neighbors, and they are not sure who might be next.

· Then there is the issue of uncontrollable power in their midst. Like fire, it can perform a beneficial service, but can also destroy.

· And there is the matter of altered routine.  They had learned to live with the man possessed by demons and now they would have to learn to accommodate.

2. Why does Jesus tell the man to “return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you”?

TOOK

When demons affect us or even consume us, we find their familiarity comfortable and have trouble letting them go. Alcoholics and drug addicts demonstrate this principle most clearly, but they are not alone. Counselors know the frustration of working with people who cling to their disfunctionality and who cannot or will not change their self-destructive behavior in spite of their misery. 

1. How can we assist others in our lives learn to let go of their demons?

2. What are some demons that may be affecting our church community? 

