LOOK

In the days when our society was more rural than urban, we knew and trusted most of our neighbors. We expected our streets and highways to be safe.  It was common to pick up hitchhikers and to stop and render aid at the scene of an accident. We taught our children to help neighbors. Today we see crime and violence in our city streets and highways. We no longer dare help neighbors for fear of violence. We teach our children to stay away from strangers and to fear them. We have learned to donate to social agencies to help our needy neighbors. Coming face to face with those in need is no longer a common occurrence.
1. How has our society changed in the last 50 years in the area of providing help to our neighbors?

2. Can you share an example of how you help strangers that you encounter? Has your willingness to help strangers been changed during your lifetime?

BOOK

Colossians 1:1-14





Luke 10:25-37
In Paul’s reading he is reminding the Colossians of the sufficiency of Christ and of redemption through him. Paul prays that they may be open to God’s will and be strengthened by God to lead moral lives.  Paul is proclaims that it is God who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and it is his Son in whom we have redemption through baptism. In Luke we find the story of The Good Samaritan, one of the best known stories of Jesus. In this story Jesus leads us to define neighbor, not in terms of boundaries, but in terms of relationships and human need.

1. What sense can we in our day make of the one-to-one setting of the parable of the Good Samaritan?

2. Who is our neighbor and who are we obliged to help?
TOOK

Jesus offers no formula to help us make categorical decisions.  In the parable the only guideline we have is Christ’s loving concern for the individual and willingness to take action to change the situation. Love is the only energizer and director of our activities that we can trust to guide us. We can know who our neighbor is only when we know who God is. When God’s word is in our hearts and God’s Spirit in our lives, we are able to respond to the needs around us.

1. How can we as Christians know who is the neighbor in need that God has put in our path each day?

2. How do we learn to balance the need to help our neighbor with the fear and concerns we have from the violence of the modern world?

