LOOK

The desire for wealth can place it above everything else.  How often have you seen a person devoting their life pursuing wealth? Their reasons may be to provide security for themselves and their family. Often the desire for wealth has caused much greed and has clouded the thought process of many good people. Faith in wealth crowds out faith in God. It is not money that is the problem, however, but the love of money.

1. Can you share an example of someone you know that put acquiring wealth as the main purpose of their life?

2. What affect did this pursuit of wealth have on their spiritual, social and family life?

BOOK

Colossians 3: 1-11






Luke 12:13-21
Paul discusses the practical consequences of the believer’s acceptance of Christ as Lord.  In living out the reality of having been “raised in Christ” the Christian is to exhibit a transcendent quality of life here and now.  In Luke we find a young man asking Jesus to help him with his inheritance. This showed the young man was listening to Jesus’ message. Jesus saw the greed in the young mans heart and turned the discussion from the inheritance to the man’s real need, a defense against greed and the opportunity to become rich toward God.

1. How do we reconcile our desires for wealth and possessions with our faith?

2. When we focus on building up wealth are we missing the need for stewardship and returning God’s portion to God?

TOOK

We might ask ourselves what it looks like to be “rich toward God”. First of all, it must surely mean being thankful to God for our blessings. The world is divided into the haves and the have-nots. When Jesus came he dramatized God’s infinite mercy toward all creatures, rich, poor, sick, well, religious and non-religious, sinner and righteous. It is clear that God has created all that is necessary for our well-being; God desires that we should prosper and be in good health. Christ has delivered us from false guilt over our abundance and from coveting the good fortune of others. A heart steeped in God’s love can be a trustworthy guide to sharing with others.
1. What should be the measure of our riches as Christians?

2.
       How do we determine our ability to share our riches with others?

