LOOK

There are many times in our lives when we attempt to find a way to become refreshed and revitalized.  We may choose places we can go or things we can do to help give us a new perspective on life. Many times we may choose a change in our lives routines to become revitalized. These may include career changes or relocation in an effort to begin a new life.  

1. Can you share things you have done or changed to be refreshed or places you have gone to be revitalized?
2. Did any of these experiences create a change in your life?

BOOK

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
People were flocking to John the Baptist in a response to his urging then to start new ethical lives.  This was a way of preparing for Jesus. John had condemned those who sought baptism with no intention of reforming their ways. The people of Israel were expecting the Messiah to be a king to unite the new Israel.  Jesus chose to be baptized by John.v21.  His baptism shows his solidarity with John’s proclamation of part of God’s plan for saving all who come to him. The Holy Spirit is always with Jesus, and here is seen descending on Jesus, marking a milestone in Jesus’ career. The Holy Spirit seems “like a dove” – a bird symbolizing the hope of humans for love, life and union with God.

1. Why did Jesus choose to be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit?

2. What is the witness of Jesus’ baptism?

3. How do we share in his baptism?

TOOK

Jesus baptism leads us to consider the meaning of vocation.  This means calling which often denotes simply job or career. The calling of Jesus is not about a job or a career.  The word baptism is about the delight of God in this beloved, this chosen, this child called by name. We share in this baptismal call that simply loves and names. Baptism means more than repentance and cleansing.  Our baptism will often become a call to action.    
1. How do we recognize the call we may receive from God?

2. Does God call us beyond our ability to fulfill?
