LOOK

Often in life are we in a position to experience something or someone that will have lasting memories for us. We may have been present at a sporting event or a concert that provided some of these lasting memories. Often we hear about these experiences from friends or family members and we have a certain amount of jealousy that we didn’t experience it first hand.  Often we get the news of important events third hand.

1. Have you had an experience where you were present at an event which has provided you with lasting memories?

2. Do you have experiences where you were not present and missed the experience of seeing it first hand and learned about it later from friends or family?

BOOK
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13




Luke 4: 21-30

Paul is providing further instruction to the Christians at Corinth about the gifts of the Spirit. They were valuing the gift of tongues too highly. Paul tells them the most important gift is love, the expression in the community of Christ’s love for us. In verses 4-7 he tells of how their behavior contrasts with the qualities of love.  Love he says is different from God’s other gifts.  In Luke we see that the people want Jesus to do for his hometown what he has done elsewhere.  In verse 23, Jesus takes the offensive even though people want him to perform miracles. In verses 25-27, Jesus reminds them of instances where God has helped foreigners rather than Israelites. The people then become filled with rage when they realize that Jesus is for others as well as for them. The crowd takes Jesus to the edge of a cliff but he walks through their midst.
1. How do we learn to share our spiritual gifts with others and make sure we remember the words of St. Paul that love is the most important gift?

2. Why does Jesus choose to come back to his hometown only to be rejected? 

TOOK
Paul provides us encouragement when he reminds us that God knows us and therefore we can be sure that God will give us what we need to persevere in love. God can be known in the love that members of the church share with one another.  Paul reminds us that God calls us, first and foremost, to love.  Jesus speaks to those who will listen and ministers to those who will accept his touch and those who believe. His mission is not limited by any religious or geographical boundaries. He insists on coming to us at the most inopportune times and in the most distressing disguises.
1. What limits have I built around my outreach to others? What limits do other people try to impose on my outreach?

2. How can I stay closer to Jesus as I seek to walk outside these limits?
