LOOK

All of us have wilderness experiences, whether they are temptation, grief, or other adversity. Wilderness experiences seldom telegraph their coming. We cannot expect a week or a year to prepare. They come without warning, and we are either prepared or not prepared when they hit. If we are prepared, we will probably survive. If we are not prepared, we will probably fail. 
1. Can you recall a wilderness experience you have encountered in your life?  This may have been your own wilderness experience or that of a close friend or relative.

2. Did you have any preparation which helped you to survive this wilderness experience?

BOOK

Luke 4:14-21

In verses 1-13 Jesus has been tempted by the devil in the wilderness to misuse his power for his personal benefit.  Jesus then returns to Galilee and it is here where we are told who Jesus really is. Jesus goes to the synagogue service to worship and present his message. Jesus is a great teacher and has great authority in telling people about God and his plan. In verses 18-19 Jesus emphasizes his mission to those who are “poor” in any way, be it financially, in spirit or in health. In verse 21 Jesus interprets the readings and says that God’s plan is now being completed (fulfilled).
1. Why did Jesus choose to go to the synagogue on the Sabbath day when he returned to Galilee? 

2. How would have Jesus been connected with Jewish religious traditions?

TOOK

Preparation for wilderness experiences is a strong reason to participate regularly in worship.  Parents who bring their small children to worship are encouraging signs. This is done against the odds, because it is not easy to get themselves ready and to get the children ready. At church these children can be a distraction to their parents. Often parents ask if it is all worth it.  Parents whose custom is regular worship provide a great faith-advantage that their children will remember all their lives.

1. As parents can you share your experience about bringing your small children to church on a regular basis?   Did you attend church regularly as a child?

2. Do your children have a strong faith now that they are adults?  

3. How are you offering to bring their children to church?  Can this faith-advantage be passed on to their children?

