LOOK
Most of us have hosted some type of a large gathering. It may have been a birthday party or some type of family gathering. Or perhaps we were involved in a school or church function that included serving food and drink. This always requires guessing as to how much to buy and prepare. Not having enough food for the event is something we all try to avoid.  When involved in preparing for this type of an occasion we may need to devote a considerable time to ensure the event doesn’t end up with a shortage of anything.
1. Can you share an occasion where you attended some type of a celebration and there was not enough food or drink?

2. Can you remember an event where you failed to buy and serve enough food and drink?  How was the shortage solved?
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John 2:1-11

This passage is Jesus’ first act of ministry in the Gospels.  Weddings at this time were celebrated for seven days. People came and went. It was a community event. To run short of wine would have been a serious embarrassment for the host parents and the newlyweds. It would have spoiled the occasion for them and the community. In verse 5 it is not clear what Jesus’ mother had in mind. She told the servants to “do whatever he tells you.” In verse 10 the steward says to the bridegroom, “But you have kept the good wine until now”.  This transformation of water to wine is on the most obvious level. At a deeper level, this is a story about moving from the water of the law and prophets to the good wine of Jesus’ grace. The law and the prophets came first, but God has kept the good wine (Jesus) until now. 

1. Why would Jesus’ first miracle be wine for a party?

2. Why not something more significant?
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Here at Cana, Jesus gave us the first of his signs. He revealed his glory and the disciples believed in him. The purpose of all Jesus’ signs is to inspire belief.  The purpose of this Gospel is “that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name”.
1. How are we given signs from Jesus’ that help us in our lives to believe?

2.   How can we be signs to others to help them be inspired to believe?
