LOOK

Imagine preparing a visit to a foreign country with customs and traditions very different from yours. Imagine that your visit has an important purpose it might be a significant business deal or the negotiation of a treaty. You would want to know at least enough of the language to make simple requests or to ask simple questions. You would want to show proper respect and to avoid personal embarrassment. You would want to avoid comments or actions that would violate their cultural norms. Perhaps you would prepare by reading a travel guide. You might take a class in the customs and traditions of that country.  
1. Can you share a time when you traveled to a foreign country and explain how you prepared for the trip?

2. Where your preparations enough to allow you to manage to function in that country without creating any problems for yourself?
BOOK

Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6: 17-26
These readings emphasize the upside-down nature of God’s kingdom compared to cultural ambitions. The reading from Jeremiah teaches that blessing comes through relying on God. Paul points out the radical challenge implicit in Christ’s resurrected presence with us. In the Sermon on the Plain from Luke, Jesus presents the blessings of the kingdom that reverse the present order of society. Jesus declares the promises of the kingdom of God to which God’s people are called.  These promises refer to the end time, but they invite participation now. It is those in need who have the capacity to receive the wealth, the satisfaction, the consolation and the comradeship of the kingdom.

1.  What does this list in the Sermon on the Plain say about our aspirations? What   about our dreams and desires to find diversions and entertainment?
2.  If our material and social needs are fulfilled now will it make it more difficult to realize our need for God?
TOOK
It leaves us wondering why Jesus should bless the poor and pronounce woes on the rich. Perhaps he has done this because the rich are tempted to trust in their wealth, while those who are poor are more likely to trust in God. We all know well-to-do people who lead lives of faith and less well-to-do people who do not. In Matthew’s Beatitudes it is much easier to accept “blessed are the poor in spirit”.  
1. How do we balance the material comforts we have attained with the message in Luke’s Gospel?

2.  Does Jesus really expect us to be poor to receive the kingdom of heaven?
