LOOK

When we go to a sporting event, concert or a movie we always like the best seats. The view is better, but the appeal goes beyond the view. Sitting in the best seats, we can feel superior. Our seating tells the crowd of our superior status.  When invited to a social or business event, the best seats are those nearest the host. The boss sits at the head of the table, flanked by top assistants. Key staff will sit at the table, and lesser staff will sit at the back of the room or around perimeter. An observant person can walk into the room and determine the rank of participants simply by observing where they sit. 

1. Can you share an example of a time when you went to a dinner event and looked for your place card near the host and where disappointed to find other names at the seats of honor?

2. What affect does it have on you when you do not make the head table at important events or meetings?

BOOK

Hebrews 13: 1-8






Luke 14: 1, 7-14
Paul is urging the perseverance of love, one of the most highly regarded virtues among Jews and Gentiles. Hospitality was a practical way of showing love. Christians should be able to be compassionate concerning the sufferings of others. In Luke, we find a teaching on humility in verses 7-11. Jesus tells us not to seek out the places of honor. In verses 12-14, Jesus tells us not to invite powerful people to the banquet to include the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. Jesus is challenging the inclusiveness at the Christian Eucharistic banquet. We are called to a humble discipleship which includes those that were banned from worshiping in the temple.

1. How do we as Christians learn to invite the poor and disenfranchised to sit at our table?

2. What would be the personal benefit from inviting a group of people to a social dinner that could never repay us for the invitation?
TOOK

God calls us to kingdom values, and blesses us when we seek to please God rather than other people. We know that our earthly status is insecure. We will eventually retire and be fazed out of our careers. But that is not so in God’s service. We are never retired from the work in the kingdom. Our future is to be more glorious than is our present in God’s service. Our attempts to emulate God’s generosity and hospitality are received and honored when done in the spirit of humility that befits God’s image in us. 
1. How do we learn to invest in the parts of the world that beg for attention in real need but can not pay back anything?

2.
How do we learn to apply the spirit of humility to include everyone in our Eucharistic banquet?

