LOOK

Anyone, born in Missouri the "Show Me" state tends to have a skeptical streak. If they see something unbelievable, they don't believe it. Many of us share this same trait. Yet, there are events and experiences that have stopped me in my tracks. And have challenged my skepticism. Many times these events and experiences have deepened my faith life. The only explanation I can give them is "God." One woman had such an experience. She told two others who saw what she saw. Only one of these witnesses saw God's hand in the experience. The empty tomb proved a transcendent event.

1. Have you ever seen something so unusual that the experience gave you pause? Did you jump to a conclusion? What happened?
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Acts 10: 34-43 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

John 20:1- 18

This week we celebrate the good news of Jesus’ triumph over death with the conviction that what happened to Jesus will also happen to us. Peter preaches the good news: Jesus, judge of the living and the dead, offers forgiveness. Paul reminds us that Christ is now our life, and we have set our hearts on him. In the gospel, the tomb is empty, and the risen Jesus reassures Mary Magdalene of his victory.

1. 1. How can I believe in Jesus’ presence in the “empty tombs” of my life?
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If we hear the Easter story often, it loses its surprise. The zinger becomes familiar, the words worn. To restore our appreciation of the feast’s meaning, it may be helpful to think of an alternate ending to the story.For example, reflect on this series of “what ifs?”: What if the whole scenario ended on Golgotha, and all farewells were final? What if a rock sealed the tomb with a heavy “thunk,” and it never re-opened? What if Mary arrived in the pre-dawn darkness and sat staring bitterly at a granite slab? What if Peter and John, exhausted, slept late that morning, then woke to face a dispirited and disillusioned group of disciples? What if they fought over the leadership roles, venting their frustration and disappointment on each other? What if the little band called Christian died out with the last apostle?


1. Have you ever seen God's hand in the unusual? What was it?  How did you know God was responsible for the event?

