LOOK
He rose out of obscurity and made a tremendous impact on his nation. Crowds of people gathered wherever he was, fascinated by him. The authorities felt threatened and it seemed like all the old ways were up for grabs. Families quarreled over what he did. Those devoted to him sensed that a new era had begun. Then well before he reached old age, he met a tragic death. All the joys he brought all the release and new life, came to a crashing end. Those closest to him were lost in grief. But reports started to circulate that he was alive again. People familiar with his appearance saw him in one place, then another, He always took them by surprise, utterly by surprise. 

1. Who is this, who had such tremendous impact, died before his time, but was reported alive again?

2. What difference is there between a risen Elvis and a risen Jesus? Can we dismiss the Elvis reports and keep the Easter story.

BOOK

Luke 24 1-10

 For the disciples, the empty tomb was not a proof that Jesus had risen from the dead. Rather, it presented the disciples with perplexing information that led in many directions and demanded an interpretation of its meaning. Only when some divine help was provided did the true meaning emerge. Like us, the women are told that in order to discover the meaning of his resurrection they must remember everything that Jesus said and did. Only by seeing this event in continuity with his birth, life, ministry and death can they recognize that the resurrection is the culmination of all that Jesus was trying to accomplish. 
1. What if the Resurrection story ended at Golgotha and all farewells were final?
2. What would have happened to the message of resurrection if Christians had died out with the last apostle?
TOOK

The empty tomb calls us to trust God in any situation that seems dead-ended. The image of the rejected stone becomes the cornerstone to show how God can bring surprising reversals out of that which appears to be lost.  The Easter message can lift our sights. Because we are destined for eternal life, it is silly to waste our time and talents on that which is merely transitory. If we continue habits that are slowly killing us physically or spiritually, then we miss the message. If we can begin the week with the Easter message we will have invited Christ to be with us.

1. How can I believe in Jesus’ presence in the empty tombs of my life?

2. What does the Easter message mean in our daily lives?

