LOOK

When people find themselves in a position that they do not know what to do they often turn to the comfort of a familiar activity.  We may find that we can grow restless when not challenged and welcome the busyness of activity in our life.  This may be especially true if we have experienced a traumatic event or just find ourselves unsure of what we need to do.

1. Can you share a time where you turned to a familiar activity which helped you through an uncertain or difficult period in your life?

2. When you find yourself turning to a familiar routine does that then make it more difficult for you to do what is less comfortable but more necessary? 

BOOK
Acts 9:1-20   John 21:1-19              

These readings invite us to consider the meaning of Jesus’ presence with us. In the story from Acts, the apostles, empowered by the Spirit of Jesus, preach the gospel despite persecution. Paul’s persecution of the community is persecution of Jesus himself.  Blinded by the light, Paul is led helpless to Damascus and revealed to the community as God’s chosen instrument. In John the details help set a scene so vivid we can imagine ourselves in it. Jesus returns to his friends by a shore, where he feeds them. He does not appear in the temple precincts and lecture them on law.  Instead he meets them in a place of abundance, beauty, nurture.
1. Why after several previous appearances, were the apostles so slow to recognize Jesus?

2. Were the disciples at risk to fall away from Jesus and return to their old and familiar ways?

3. How did  Jesus intervene to insure they would not be lost to their old ways?

TOOK

The Disciples displayed how helpless they were now that they were on their own.  Jesus reappears to help transform them.  In this gospel they are scarcely able to haul in the net. Jesus provides for disciples to help turn them away from what is familiar in their lives.  Abundant grace is also waiting to be given to us in our lives. Can we share in Jesus’ call to draw in other people.

1. What are some obstacles we face which cause us to miss the abundant graces waiting for us?

2. How do we draw other people in? Is it our manner, style, humor with warm nourishment?  Or do we place obstacles in the way of drawing people in?

