LOOK

How often have we heard a story or an account of something that has happened and we just can’t quite really believe it.  We may have been told a story by a friend or we may have seen something in the news or on TV that just was hard to believe. If you have had children you may have been tested with believing the stories they have shared when they faced a consequence. Each of us has developed a way that we come to believe or reject things we are told.

1. Can you share a time that you heard an account of an event and you just could not believe it?  

2. How do you reconcile stories or accounts that just seem to hard to believe?

BOOK
John 20:19-31
This reading celebrates the power of the risen Christ demonstrated in the faith and life of the early Christian community.  Jesus promises greater blessings for those who believe in him though they do not see him.  John stresses Jesus’ fulfillment of the promises made during his last week to the Apostles. He has returned, bringing peace and joy. He shows his wounds to establish that the crucified Jesus and the risen Christ are one and the same.  Thomas personifies the element of doubt recorded in the other gospel accounts. He will not accept the word of others but wishes to probe the miraculous. Yet, when Jesus comes near, Thomas forgets his doubts and penetrates the meaning behind the marvel, making the full affirmation of Christian faith by giving Jesus the ultimate title of God.

1. How does Thomas’s doubt help us to experience the paschal mystery of dying and rising?

2. Can an honest expression of doubt serve to help us grow in our faith?

TOOK

Thomas was not with the disciples when Jesus made his first appearance to them. As a result, he refused to believe. This should serve as a warning to us. It is difficult to believe when we do not strengthen ourselves with the fellowship of other believers. Thomas was zealous for Jesus, but has seen his worst fears realized. The crucifixion has broken his heart. Thomas believed, but his belief was betrayed. We can understand why he would be slow to believe again. Jesus does not condemn Thomas for his failure to believe, but gives him that which enables him to believe.
1. Have you experienced a time in your faith when things have happened that have resulted in your questioning or doubting your faith?

2. How have you been able to work through your doubts and was your faith strengthened?

